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JTI Headquarters 
Press Release  
 

Surrounded by parkland and built on a former industrial site, the new JTI Headquarters is located in a Geneva 
district home to prestigious international organisations. A collaboration between the firm’s architecture, 
structural engineering and interior teams; the competition-winning design consolidates four existing JTI 
premises within a single landmark building and demonstrates SOM’s commitment to integrated design, 
sustainability and innovative workplace solutions. 
 
The architecture draws references not only from its immediate context, but also Lake Geneva and the Alps, 
establishing a strong identity amongst its illustrious neighbours while responding sensitively to its low-rise 
context. The building’s form was dictated by the shape of the challenging triangular site and the necessity to 
maximise useable space. By elevating the north eastern and southern corners of the building, a public 
courtyard is carved out, creating permeability through the site, opening it up to the local neighbourhood and 
facilitating direct pedestrian connections to a local transport hub. The impressive cantilevered space and 
clear-spans of up to 60m and 75m respectively, provide the building with its unique elevations and also create 
a unique sense of arrival for employees and visitors.  
 
A continuous circulation route loops through the building - from the entrance lobby to the panoramic 
restaurant - connecting open-plan offices, 66 meeting rooms, 31 collaborative work areas, 23 coffee points, 
deli, business centre and auditorium, fitness center, 2 roof terraces and a number of social spaces. This 
pathway is distinguished by the use of a consistent colour and furniture palette employing robust finishes. A 
series of curated installations by internationally renowned artists Liam Gillick and Sol LeWitt meanwhile serve 
as social hubs and way-finding tools for connectivity.  
 
The interior design concept maximises both vertical and horizontal interconnectivity, achieving the client’s 
desire to create a social and collaborative community space for its 1,000+ employees. SOM developed tailor-
made workplace models for use throughout JTI’s headquarter space and the firm were able to break down 
corporate silos and contribute to the creation of a seamless workplace network, providing long-term flexibility 
to accommodate JTI’s evolving needs. The open-plan space was achieved using an innovative engineering 
design solution; a peripheral torsional tube structural steel system allowing for column-free floor plates 
spanning 18 metres.  
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The building’s innovative Closed Cavity Façade (CCF) was designed in collaboration with Josef Gartner 
GmbH as a unitised curtain wall system which responds to the demands of seasonally changing external 
climatic conditions whilst providing exceptional views out and maximising daylight penetration into the 
workspace. The floor-to-ceiling glazed panels measuring 3m wide x 4.2m high consist of triple glazing on the 
inner layer and single glazing on the outer, forming a cavity with a fabric roller blind in between. The panels 
are sealed and equipped with a pressurised supply of filtered and dehumidified air which prevents 
condensation and heat build-up inside the cavity. The CCF system prioritises occupant comfort and reduces 
the whole building’s energy demand and carbon emissions, helping it to meet the requirements of European 
Energy Directives and the Swiss Minergie sustainability rating. The system represents one of the best 
performing all glass façade systems in SOM’s history. 
 
The building has been widely recognised for its positive impact on the community, where it is hoped the 
aspirational design will be a catalyst for future development in the area. The project, which ranks among the 
most sustainable in Europe, also includes a 1,162 m2 day-care centre for 104 children (designed by Swiss 
architects Group 8) and 8,162 m2 of new public space, which was built in collaboration with the City of 
Geneva. 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Team Credits 
 
Architect: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill 
Structural Engineering: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill  
Interior Designer: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill  
Facade Engineers / Designer: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill  
Delivery / Local Architect: Burckhardt+Partner AG  
Engineer of Record / Local Engineer: Ingenie SA 
Façade Contractor: Josef Gartner AG, Arlesheim  
Services Engineering: MAB-ingénierie SA, Morges / Weinmann-Energies SA, Echallens  
Civil Engineering: B + S Ingénieurs Conseil SA, Genève  
Project Manager: Knight Frank  
Contract Administrator: CBRE 
Contractor: Implenia Suisse SA 
 
 
SOM Project Page 
http://www.som.com/projects/jti_headquarters  
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FACT SHEET 
 
 
Respect for the environment: 
 
Minergie Standard 
The building meets the Swiss ‘Minergie’ energy efficiency standard. It is designed to maximize daylight inside 
while saving energy used for heating and cooling, and is equipped with LED 
lighting throughout. 
 
State-of-the-art geothermal heating: 104 boreholes reaching 257 m in depth and backup connection to the 
Genève-Lac-Nations (GLN) pumped water system 
The building has the ability to connect to the Genève Lac Nations (GLN) thermal heating system, an 
innovative network that uses the deep water of Lake Geneva to heat and cool area buildings with individual 
heat pumps. 
 
Estimated energy consumption  
Heating: 1,440,880 kWh/year  
Cooling: 247,958 kWh/year  
Ventilation: 65,800 kWh/year 
CO2 emissions: 197,541 kg/year 
 
 
Building Features: 
 
Shape  
Triangular building wrapped around a courtyard, 2 cantilevered corners (2 points touching the ground) 
Internal width: 17 m  
Height: 51 m (apex) 
Floor area: 28,000 m2 (9 floors with varying floor areas) 
Ground floor area of 2,500 m2 
Basements: 9,900 m2  
Parking: 158 vehicle spaces, 150 bike spaces,150 motorcycle spaces 
4 terrace levels 
Green Roof 
 
Façade 
1,277 glass panels, 143 different sizes  
Standard panel: 1.5 tonnes and 3 X 4.20 m high  
Surface area of 18,500 m2 
Structure 5,700 tonnes of steel, 12,000 metal beams, 190 connection nodes, Widest node: 5.4 m   
More than 500,000 bolts  
Heaviest piece of steel: 52 tonnes  
Cantilever: 13.5 m high and 60 m long, 11,200 m3 of concrete 
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Indoor space 
• Approximately 1,200 workplaces (84% in open-plan) 
• 66 meeting rooms 
• 31 collaborative areas 
• Business center with auditorium 
• Fitness center of 400 m2 
• 23 coffee points 
• Main restaurant 
• Deli counter with seating 
• Mother’s room 
• Quiet area 
• Infirmary 
• Cashpoint 
• 9 employee elevators and 3 service elevators 
 
Outdoor space 
• 8,162 m2 of land open to the public 
• Daycare center for 104 children (1,162 m2) 
• Reflection pool (250 m2) 
 
 
Project Milestones: 
 
2009 Plot of land rezoned for commercial and industrial activities 
2010 Architectural competition (by invitation) - Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, Inc. selected as architects 
2011 Building permit obtained 
2012 Implenia selected as contractor - Building works begin 
2013 Land lease signed with the State of Geneva - Steel structure erected 
2014 Façade, technical installations and concrete work completed 
2015 Interior fitting-out and employee move 


