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parametric tools

Parametric models - like sketches, plans or physical mo-
dels — are design tools that we use to work on architectural
questions. They allow us to model spatial relations and
dependencies, derive variants and systematically analyse
complex geometries.

In the semester it’s about space, we use parametric mo-
dels as open, experimental tools. They serve to deform
spaces, to simulate spatial relationships or to study the in-
teraction between building structure and space. Together
with sketches, drawings and physical models, we question
the generated variants, develop them further and repre-
sent them.

The aimis to develop a playful and efficient use of parame-

tric models and to employ them precisely and with a clear
intention.

Spider’s Web of Points, Casa di lvan, Costa Paradiso (IT), 1994, Alberto Ponis
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the room

Many of us live in a rectangular room of around 14 m? with
a single door and a basic window opening. These rooms
are the result of supposedly functional, economic and le-
gal requirements. They follow established conventions and
have been designed top-down, without any explicit spatial
intention.

In the exercise The Room we question these apparent
self-evidences in which we live. With the help of parame-
tric tools, we transform our own room in such a way that a
conscious spatial idea becomes perceptible. We ask our-
selves: What relationship does the room have to the facade
and to its surroundings? What about view, light, noise and
exposure? What is the form, orientation and wall develop-
ment of the room? How is it accessed? Do different areas,
transitions, spatial hierarchies or subdivisions emerge?
How do | move through the room? How do | use it? Is the
furniture arranged linearly, field-like or in clusters?

The aimiis to de' lop spatial qUaIities beyond the purely
functional requ‘ﬁrements and to represent them in plan and g

model. ,
Conditiors: _‘ﬂ_bor area or volume of the room and the
furniture nchanged.

House in a Plum Grove, Tokyo (JP), 2001-2003, Kazuyo Sejima L
1 Kahn, Louis I.“The Room, the Street,and Human Agreement’” Speech, American Institute of Architect§jJune 24,1971.
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House in Yokohama, Futoo-cho (JP),1982-1984, Kazuo Shinohara




